Introduction -the literature review introduction provides a profile of the study. Its purpose is to engage the reader by presenting the essential parts of the work Body -the body presents the case and documents to justify your dissertation, project or thesis Summation -gives a summary of the research study's conclusion When to do a literature search  As soon as possible. This can inform how you do your research or whether your topic is viable  It should be a continual process throughout as new literature may be published  This will demonstrate your grasp of current debate Possible structure/organisation  Distant > Close -start with the big picture and progressively focus  Chronological -how has your topic developed over time?  Methodological -for example, qualitative versus quantitative approaches  Thematic -by the themes relevant to your topic. This is probably the most common method chosen.
Remember that you're trying to tell a meaningful 'story'
A visual approach to structure/organisation Some people find it helpful to use diagrams to think about their structure (Ridley, 2012, p.102) a) Zooming -starting from wide angle and then focusing on key area b) Intersections -think about three or four areas linking together with some areas overlapping and your research at the centre c) Patchworking -piecing together a patchwork of different ideas, weaving them together creatively d) Funnelling -like zooming
e) Paragraph structure
As with all academic writing, you need to write well-structured paragraphs. Paragraphs are like mini-essays. You should have a paragraph on each of your themes. You can use the WEED model (Godwin, 2014, p Here is an example of a paragraph using the WEED model (RMIT University Learning Lab, no date)
Grouping studies together
When you are referring to a number of sources that all agree or discuss the same thing, it is good practice to group them together: "The victims of sexual harassment suffer a range of consequences from lowered self-esteem and loss of self-confidence to withdrawal from social interaction, changed career goals, and depression (Adams et al., 1983; Benson and Thomson, 1982; Dziech and Weiner, 1990) ". (Neuman, 2011, p. 141) This is preferable to listing the sources e.g. 'Smith (2012) says… Brown (2013) agrees…Jones (2013)  Don't be fazed -if you do find different opinions, don't be fazed. Consider why there are differences. It will help you understand your research question. These differences will help you create and write the 'story'.
